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he was, and was told that he was Mr. William Cole-
forth. Now this Mr. William Coleforth happens to have
been Mr. Hinchliffe's solicitor."
" Then surely our little romance is shattered," said
Oldland. '* Nor do I see quite why you should regard
Coleforth as a sinister influence. It seems to me the
most natural thing in the world that her late uncle's
solicitor should call on Miss Venner. Though I'm bound
to admit that to call on Sunday morning, and bring
flowers, are unusual features of a solicitor's visit. She'll
have to pay for them. He'll work the flowers into his
bill somehow, I'll be bound."
'* I might have taken the same view, had I not other
information concerning Mr. Coleforth. I have the best
of reasons for believing that he deliberately misled the
police when he was interviewed on the subject of
Vernier's disappearance. He said then that he knew
nothing about it. And yet I am told, on very good
authority, that he visited Venner's office, and questioned
his secretary on that very subject the day before the
police called upon him."
" That certainly looks a bit fishy," Oldland said
thoughtfully. " What's in your mind, Priestley? That
Christine Venner and this solicitor chap between them
engineered Vernier's disappearance in some way?"
" I am endeavouring to keep my mind open until I
obtain further evidence. The point I wish to make at
the moment is this. If Coleforth lied regarding his
knowledge of fact, I cannot place any reliance upon his
subsequent statements. Now let us pass to the third
person concerned, Venner's secretary, Miss Loveday,
a girl of more than average intelligence."
Oldland laughed. " That's high praise from you,
Priestley. Enter Miss Loveday. What's she got to say
for herself?"
" She was good enough to give me several useful

